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editor’s note...
A
t the onset, I would like to say many thanks for
patiently waiting for the 2nd edition of Agate for the
year 2014. It has been a bit of a bumpy ride lately,
as you all might know by now, Shali Akwaanyenga, who
was head of our Public Relations, and therefore served
as Editor of Agate, is now serving the high post of Chief
Executive Officer at Oranjemund Town Council. Although
we were saddened by his departure, as an institution, we
stalwartly support personal growth, and can only wish
Shali great success on his new take.

Other than that, things have been normal, or at least
until the announcement by the line ministry (Ministry
of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development) on salary adjustments for all local
authorities that evoked controversy not only in this
beloved town but across the country. The announcement saw many questioning its
legitimacy and other common complaints ranging from affordability to alleged ill
municipal services, therefore undeserved. Meanwhile, local authority workers feel it’s
high time they received proper remunerations, they are, after all, the administrators of
the places we call our homes, and they too have bills to pay. In science, there’s a theory
called cause and effect. So perhaps critics should’ve held onto their horses and see if
after these ‘undeserved’ increases ‘ill’ municipal services would improve or not improve,
just maybe!
Anyhow, controversy or no controversy, c’est la vie! And talking of life, Agate wishes to
advice its readers to live smart, to keep up with the ever rising inflation. As is customary,
new Council tariffs came into effect from 1st July, leading up to 30 June 2015. These
tariffs are unfortunately inevitable. And hey, there’s more to be cheerful about. Mass
Housing is here. Make sure you fill out a form, obtainable at reception, and submit it.

Easy methods of
paying your Account

A

ccounts can be paid during
office hours Monday - Friday
between 08:00 - 13:00 and
14:00 - 17:00 at the Council offices.
You can also pay your municipal
accounts via electronic bank transfer
and direct bank deposit by using the
following bank account:
First National Bank
Cheque account: 553 7000 6965
Lüderitz Branch 280371

Ensure that you quote your
municipal account number as a
reference, and fax the proof of
payment to 063-203 253.

REMEMBER
Pay your municipal account
on time, it’s the right thing
to do!
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I am also delighted to inform you that as from next edition, Agate will avail a full page for
readers’ letters and opinions, so get your voice heard and share your thoughts with us.
On that note, I leave you with some food for thought: “Being honest may not get you a lot
of FRIENDS but it’ll always get you the RIGHT ONES.”

Cond o l enc es

Until next time, happy reading!
the Editor

The entire Staff and Councillors of Lüderitz Town Council wish to
extend heartfelt condolences to the families of Tate Moses
Heita and Tate Vilho Thomas for the untimely passing of
their loved ones.

Moses Heita

(1964 - 2014)
Moses joined Lüderitz Town Council in 1996 where he
was appointed as Grader Operator, and was in 2005
promoted to the position of Team Leader for the Area
7 informal settlement and later moved to the sewerage
reticulation where he was Team Leader as well, a
position he held until his untimely passing.

Vilho Thomas (1956 - 2014)

Vilho joined Lüderitz Town Council in 1991, and
served as Team Member of the Electrical Department.
May their families find comfort and their souls rest in
everlasting peace.
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Up Close
with

I

‘Madam Boss’

n this edition’s Staff Corner, Agate got up close and personal,
(okay, maybe not so personal, but anyhow!) with the boss
lady – Aunie Gideon, CEO of Lüderitz Town Council.

1. In a few words, who is Aunie Gideon?

I was born and bred in Lüderitz. In short – determined, persistent,
vibrant and hardworking is who I am. I am purpose-driven, with
the gift of leading.

2. Where did you pursue your tertiary education?

I studied at the University of Namibia towards a Bachelor in
Economics. I also pursued an Honours degree in Psychology of
Sustainable Development at the University of Stellenbosch. After
that I completed a two years’ leadership course with the African
Leadership Institute.

3. You have served as CEO for over a year now,
how has the experience been so far?
(Laughs) it’s been a rollercoaster! It’s been both exciting and
quite challenging. However, the challenges of Lüderitz need to be
tackled with vigour and consistent implementation of tailor-made
strategies in order to address the primitive nature of it.

4. Is this your first highest profile job?
Yes, but I have served in a managerial position before.

5. Since you started, was there ever a moment
you felt like quitting, perhaps due to pressure?
Definitely! There were times I would ask, what I am doing here but
I believe what I’m doing now is within my purpose and I cannot
run away. It’s my passion. In my own efforts I could never do it,
but with God and the Lüderitz Town Council team by my side, all
things are possible.

6. You are quite young, and mostly, positions like
these are held by people that have been around
for long. How do you do it? How do you keep the
composure and maintain the respect from your
staff?
I think it’s all about influence - by doing your job, and doing it well.
It’s not about being young or fearing people will not respect you.
It’s about finding your unction to function and push forward.

7. I hear you were once employed as Economic
Development Officer in this very institution, is
that right?
I was. I love local economic development because it’s how people’s
lives can be changed through economic empowerment.

8. Did you have any aspirations of taking over as
CEO then?
No, I only saw myself in a CEO position in 2011 when I realised that
I have the gift needed to bring about change for this town. The
love I have for Lüderitz and its community was also an important
factor in my decision to return.

9. Why specifically in 2011, any external
influence?
I don’t know, I guess I just became passionate about the growth of
Lüderitz, its potential to become a destination of growth. I believe
in my heart that Lüderitz is the hope of Namibia. Being one of the
oldest towns that stood the test of so many hardships, our time has
come for change.

11. Any words of advice for the Lüderitz
community?
Please pay your bills because it’s the only way we can provide
services, keep the town clean and adhere to the rules and
regulations to create a town environment where business and
leisure can exist in harmony.
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Mass Housing

Project Commences

I

t is said a family is not a family without a home.
Hence, the Namibian government’s initiative
to provide its citizens with decent housing,
through the Mass Housing Project, in line with the
national development goals.

to pose a challenge for Council, with numbers of
residents flocking to the Properties Office on a
daily basis in quest for houses, especially
low cost, or erven.

The project officially started in July 2014 and
the process is progressing well, with 26 houses
currently being constructed. In total, the project
will provide 227 units for the Lüderitz residents
inclusive of both phase 1 and 2.

Oruhapo
Properties
Solutions
cc
was
contracted
by
NHE
to construct the Mass
Houses.
Application
forms can be obtained at
the reception, head office.

Residents of Lüderitz can now breathe a sigh
of relief as the much anticipated Mass Housing
Project in the town has kicked off.

Due to the town’s rocky topographical location,
the process of land servicing can be very slow and
costly; hence the provision of housing continues

Although no timeframe has been set, the
Mass Housing project is
well on course.

Lüderitz brainstorms on CDC roles

T

he
!Nami#Nus
Constituency
Development
Committee
(CDC)
recently held a meeting to discuss the
composition and the role of the committee.
!Nami#Nus Constituency Councillor, Jan
Scholtz, explained that the forum is one of
the supporting arms of the decentralisation
policy, for the purpose of bringing
government closer to the people, and to
empower regional councils. Scholtz is the
chairperson of the CDC and is deputised by
the Mayor of Lüderitz, Suzan Ndjaleka.

The policy is aimed at promoting broadbased grassroots in development planning
and the implementation of development
projects that are responsive to locally defined
needs and priorities. “If ministries, local
authorities and all mentioned structures
that should compose the CDC structure are
represented by junior staff members, it will
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be seen as a clear indication that we are
undermining the roles and functions of this
structure. It is important to understand the
roles and functions of the CDC. In this way
we can ensure that the structure fulfils its
mandate in an effective and efficient manner,”
said Scholtz.
As a start, the CDC is tasked to facilitate
the establishment of a community-based
management information system and
identify and assess community needs that can
be considered for constituency development
proposals and plans. Scholtz emphasised
the CDC’s role of initiating, encouraging,
supporting and participating in community
self-help projects with material, financial and
technical assistance. During the discussion
it was decided that meetings will be held
quarterly, and the CDC will conduct a training
meeting in October 2014.
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Mayor urges local
businesses to plough back
into community

H

er Worship, Suzan Ndjaleka has
urged local businesses, especially
those that benefit directly from
Council events such as the Crayfish
Festival, to invest back into the Lüderitz
community through social responsibility
programmes.

Cllr. Ndjaleka made these remarks at
a recently held Stakeholders’ meeting
on the Lüderitz Crayfish Festival.
At the meeting, the theme and date
for the 2015 Crayfish Festival were
deliberated, and stakeholders that
attended automatically qualified into the
raffle competition whereby two lucky
winners will walk away with double

flight tickets, sponsored by Air Namibia
and two nights’ accommodation valued
at N$4,000, sponsored by Namibia
Asset Management, at a hotel of choice
anywhere within the SADC Region.
Philanthropic General Manager of the
Nest Hotel, Ulf Grunewald at the meeting
offered to sponsor a prize for the
competition second runner-up, which is
yet to be revealed to Council.

Raffle tickets can still be purchased
at the Council Head Office and at ST
Events in Windhoek, for only N$100.00.
The competition closes on Friday, 14
November 2014.

Municipal Services Tariffs 2014/2015
carefully scrutinize and account or keep
proper record of what one is paying for
on a daily basis.

T

he
ever
rising cost
of
living
and the limited
resources available to absorb that cost
has made it necessary for everyone to

The Lüderitz Town Council embarked
on an information dissemination
campaign to inform the community
about the recently gazetted tariffs and
the impact thereof on the monthly
consumer’s invoices.

The tariff booklet is structured in such
a manner to make the interpretation and
understanding of the Municipal tariffs
transparent and easy to decipher. Should
your monthly invoice or statement not
give a true reflection of the gazetted
tariffs and you are either overcharged

or undercharged, kindly be at liberty
to notify our Revenue Office in order
for the error to be corrected in good
time. Delaying to point out an error
earlier may result in backdated charges
being applied once the discrepancy is
eventually detected and that may put
your account in unnecessary arrears and
inconvenience.
An overall comprehensive review of
the Lüderitz Municipal Tariff Structure
was done before the submission of the
budget to the Ministry of Regional Local
Government and Housing for approval.
The tariff structure in the current form
is, therefore, a direct result of the budget
projections for the year 2014/2015.
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2014
Highlights of the

T

he seventh annual Lüderitz
Crayfish Festival was hailed as   a
huge success. The festival which
began in 2008 with only 23 exhibitors,
this year attracted more than 100
corporate and SME exhibitors and up
to 5000 visitors. As with the previous
festivals the event was preceded by a gala
dinner to officially launch the festival
as well as to raise funds for the event. A
whopping N$740,652 was raised during
this year’s event in the form of pledges
and contributions.

The number of exhibitors this year
had increased from about 80 last year.
“The festival was held under the theme
Celebrating Crayfish in Diversity’.
Crayfish is our delicacy and we want to
make sure that local people have access
to it and not only export it,”said the CEO
of the Lüderitz Town Council, Aunie
Gideon.
She expressed her
delight
over

the large turnout of visitors to
the festival. Gideon noted that the
exhibition space is very small, and
there is an opportunity to increase
the exhibition space and increase
the number of exhibitors after
the completion of the old power
station.

“The aim of the festival is
to promote trade, increase
investment opportunities and
bring the Lüderitz community
closer to the marine resources,” she
added. During the official launch of
the festival, the Deputy Minister of
Fisheries and Marine Resources, Chief
Samuel Ankama, said is important
for businesspeople to invest in the
festival. “This is especially true for those
companies who benefit from the natural
resources of the town, including through
fishing quotas.”
The gala dinner was attended by various
senior government officials and business
personalities. Apart from aromatic
seafood and the colourful exhibitors
stalls this year’s festival also featured
boat trips, daily musical and cultural
performances, a Miss Crayfish Festival

Pa g e a n t
and a business discussion forum.

Some of the sponsors of the 7th Crayfish
Festival included Namibia Wildlife
Resorts, Namibia Airports Company, Air
Namibia, Standard Bank Namibia, MTC,
Namibian Port Authority, Social Security
Commission,
NamPower,
Namibia
Phosphates, Ministry of Trade and
Industry, and the Ministry of Regional
and Local Government, Housing and
Rural Development.

The 2015 Lüderitz Crayfish Festival,
running under the theme “we love the
sea,” takes place on the weekend of 03–
06 April 2015.
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Scenes of the 2014 Lüderitz Crayfish Festival
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I

n a move to provide fair services to all its
residents, Lüderitz Town Council in June
introduced a pre-paid water system for the
Area 7 Informal Settlement.

To be able to get water, the system obliges Area 7
residents to purchase cards/tokens that are preloaded with units. A 25 litres can is filled at 30
cents.

Although not warmly received by the residents,
the system is running successfully thus far, and
is managed by a committee from the area, which
receives a monthly stipend from Council.

New Business

Registration By-law

Since their resettlement to Area 7 in 2004, where
approximately 5000 residents dwell, inhabitants
enjoyed free water services, an exercise that
received wide criticism from other residents with
water accounts.

Council has learnt that in a move to
avoid buying water, some residents
in Area 7 have started diverting
water from toilets. This is
ILLEGAL and anyone found to be
doing so will be prosecuted.
The dumping of household
refuse or garden refuse on
unauthorised grounds is illegal.

T

he Health Department of the Lüderitz Town Council
has developed a business registration by-law, aimed
at ensuring that mechanisms are put in place to
prevent food borne illnesses. The by-law, which is yet to
be approved by Council, will also obligate businesses to
comply with good hygiene practices. Since January this
year to date, the office has issued 131 fitness or business
registration certificates.
By law, it is illegal for any business to run without a
fitness certificate, hence, the Council has also developed
a fine book, which amongst other things will be used
for individuals carrying out illegal business activities
(business activities without the approval of council).
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No hawker is allowed to conduct
any business alongside roads, unless
permitted by Council.

Failure to pay your water bill
will lead to your water being
disconnected. Pay your bills on time.
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Have a
Laugh
Regardless of what language is being
spoken, laughter is something that
is understood by all. Here are some
facts about laughter and some jokes to
tickle your funnybone.
 We laugh up to 30 times more in
the company of others!

W

ith the new tariffs, it is
advisable to keep your water
usage in check to avoid
unnecessary high bills. Agate, compiled
some tips below on conserving water, in
the bathroom.

1

Check faucets and pipes for
leaks

A small drip from a worn faucet washer
can waste 20 litres of water per day.
Larger leaks can waste hundreds of litres.

2

Don’t use the toilet as an
ashtray or wastebasket

Every time you flush a cigarette butt,
facial tissue or other small bit of trash,
five to seven gallons of water is wasted.

3

Check your toilets for leaks

Put a little food colouring in your
toilet tank. If, without flushing, the colour
begins to appear in the bowl within 30
minutes, you have a leak that should be
repaired immediately.

4

Use your water meter to
check for hidden water leaks

Read the house water meter before and
after a two-hour period when no water
is being used. If the meter does not read
exactly the same, there is a leak.

5

Install water-saving shower
heads and low-flow faucet
aerators

Limit your showers to the time it takes to
soap up, wash down and rinse off. Long,
hot showers can use five to ten litres
every unneeded minute .

6

Put plastic bottles or float
booster in your toilet tank

To cut down on water waste, put sand or
pebbles in plastic bottles to weigh them

down. Fill the bottles with water, screw
the lids on, and put them in your toilet
tank, safely away from the operating
mechanisms.

Be sure at least 3 litres of water remain
in the tank so it will flush properly. For
new installations, consider buying “low
flush” toilets, which use 1 to 2 litres per
flush instead of the usual 3 to 5 litres.

7

Insulate your water pipes.

It’s easy and inexpensive to insulate
your water pipes with pre-slit foam pipe
insulation. You’ll get hot water faster plus
avoid wasting water while it heats up.

8

Turn off the water after you
wet your toothbrush

There is no need to keep the water
running while brushing your teeth. Just
wet your brush and fill a glass for mouth
rinsing.

10

Rinse your razor in the sink

Fill the sink with some warm
water. This will rinse your razor just as
well as running water, with far less waste
of water.
More on water conserving in next
month’s edition.
Source: http://eartheasy.com/live_water_saving.htm

 Frequent and whole-hearted
laughter actually helps your body
to fight off harmful diseases and
increase life span.
 When you laugh, you are
strengthening muscles in your
face, stomach, and diaphragm.

 Not a coffee drinker? Laughing
shortly after you wake up can have
similar effects to drinking a cup of
coffee.
 Laughing can create an instant
bond between individuals.

 Just as children laugh more than
adults, women tend to laugh
slightly more than men.

 Studies show that we tend to
find individuals who laugh more
attractive.
 Laughter really is contagious.

Have a laugh
 What does a nosey pepper do?
- Gets jalapeño business!

 What do you call a fake noodle?

- An Impasta

 What do you call an alligator in a

vest?
- An Investigator

 What happens if you eat yeast and

shoe polish?
- Every morning you’ll rise and
shine!

 What’s the difference between a

guitar and a fish?
- You can’t tuna fish.

 Did you hear about the race

between the lettuce and the
tomato?
- The lettuce was a “head” and the
tomato was trying to “ketchup”!

 Did you hear about the hungry

clock?
- It went back four seconds.

 What do you get from a pampered

cow?
- Spoiled milk.

Source: http://www.jokes4us.com
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Mayoral Cup Re-introduced

L

üderitz residents were treated to
a weekend of sports-filled frenzy
on 6 and 7 September 2014, as the
Mayoral Cup Tournaments were revived
after nearly a decade of absence. The
Mayoral Cup is an initiative by the Office
of the Mayor to promote sports and
physical fitness, as well as to keep the
community members socially engaged,
subsequently eradicating social evils.

It was introduced eight years ago but
this is the first time it is being held at this
magnitude. The games accommodated
most sports preferences, ranging from
soccer to bicycle racing.
More than 30 youth racers between
the ages 7-26 took part in the youth
bicycle race in various categories. Youth
who own bicycles took part in the race
for free, while others could borrow a
bike from the BEN Lüderitz Bike Shop.
The race consisted of a road course for
older participants and a track race for
younger racers. This event proved to
be highly popular and it is expected
that more young bikers will participate
in next year’s cup. The bike race is the
ideal event to further encourage healthy
activities among the town’s youth.

The captain of the winning soccer team,
Atlantic Stars, Phillip Sidwaba, expressed
his gratitude for the reintroduction of
Mayoral Cup. “I am appreciative for all
teams that participated. Not all teams can
be winners and only one team emerged
victorious,” he said. He also thanked the
Mayor, and the organising committee for
realising the event adding that the event
benefits the entire community.  
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The top goal scorer and captain of the
Lüderitz Town Council Sports Club,
Eusëbio Frederick, said the Mayoral Cup
is a very good initiative as it presented
an opportunity for locals to showcase
their talents, “and more importantly to
keep the youth off the streets,” he said.
“The organising committee has set a
high standard with the reintroduction
of the Mayoral Cup. I am convinced that
the Cup will just get better each year,
as this Mayoral Cup has exceeded our
expectations,” he said.
The organising committee, headed by
Community Development Officer, Victoria
Hameva and Zachary J. Stickney, a Peace

Results

TOURNAMENT

Soccer

Netball

Volleyball

WINNERS 1ST PRIZE

Corps CHHAP Volunteer, expressed their
gratitude to the following sponsors in no
particular order:
 Lüderitz Crayfish Festival Trust
 Seaflower Group of Companies
 Cymot
 Lüderitz Mariculture
 Naftal Trading Enterprise
 Namdeb
 Casa Bodeca
 Lüderitz Spar
 BEN Lüderitz Bike Shop

WINNERS 2ND PRIZE

WINNERS 3RD PRIZE

Atlantic Stars
N$ 5000+Floating
Trophy +Gold medals

Lüderitz Town Council
Sports Club
N$2500 + Silver medal

Novanam FC
N$1000 +Bronze
medal

Nampol Lüderitz
N$3000+Floating
Trophy +Gold medal

Lüderitz Town Council
Sports Club
N$1500.00 + silver
medal

Lüderitz
Secondary School
N$500 + bronze
medal

Buchter Netball Club
N$3000+Floating
Trophy +Gold medal

Bike Race Results
CATEGORIES

WINNERS GOLD

Over 16 Division

Henry Scholz

12-13 Division

Mata Oliva

14-16 Division

Joseph Fillemon

Under 11 Division Jamaal Van Wyk

Lüderitz Secondary
School
N$1500.00 + silver
medal

LTC Netball club
N$500 + bronze
medal

WINNERS SILVER

WINNERS BRONZE

Lorenzo Hause

Jordon Kombondi

Bonifatius
Kamati

Paulus
Manywambela

Tangeni Ereckie

Amutenya Tuhafeni
Aleshu Fredericks and
Nestoli Johannes (tied for
3rd)
Sipho David Makaula
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YOU CAN BE A WIN
NER OF:

>> 4 ECONOMY CLAS
S ROUND-TRIP TICK
ETS FROM ANY NAMI
SERVICED BY AIR
BIAN AIRPORT
NAMIBIA TO ANY DO
MESTIC OR REGION
AL
DESTINATION.
>> 2 NIGHTS ACCO
MMODATION FOR A
CO
UP
LE
IN
A HOTEL OF THEIR
CHOOSING IN CAPE
TOWN TO THE VALU
E OF N$4000.

ble at
s are availa
Raffle ticket
Town Council
the Lüderitz
Offices

2014
: 15 November
Closing date
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rtha Blockste
Contact: Ma
063-207800

